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to live. My wife Bobbi joins me in wish-
ing the Natrona County Meals on 
Wheels another 50 years of success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL NATHAN E. 
COOK II 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, 
today I honor a superb leader, liaison, 
and soldier for his tireless commitment 
to the U.S. Army, which includes 2 
years of service with the Army Office 
of the Legislative Liaison, as the chief 
of the Army’s Senate Liaison Division. 
As COL Nathan E. Cook II prepares to 
retire after 28 years of dedicated and 
distinguished service to our Nation, I 
believe it is fitting to recognize his ex-
ceptional service and relationship with 
this Chamber. 

Colonel Cook’s congressional liaison 
assignment is only the capstone to 
what has been an outstanding career of 
service to the Army and our Nation. 
Colonel Cook is a 1993 graduate of The 
United States Military Academy at 
West Point. He was commissioned into 
the Army as a field artillery officer and 
has served in command and staff posi-
tions from the tactical to the strategic 
level in the 2d Armored Division, 4th 
Infantry Division, 8th Army, 3d Infan-
try Division, 1st Cavalry Division, 
Headquarters Resolute Support, and 
Headquarters Department of the Army. 
He has led our Nation’s soldiers during 
multiple combat tours in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan during OPERATION IRAQI 
FREEDOM, OPERATION NEW DAWN, 
and OPERATION RESOLUTE SUP-
PORT. Likewise, he commanded our 
soldiers in combat as the commander 
of the 3d Battalion, 82d Field Artillery 
Regiment from Fort Hood, TX, and the 
75th Field Artillery Brigade from Fort 
Sill, OK. Prior to his assignment as the 
chief of the Army’s Senate Liaison Di-
vision, he served as the senior advisor 
to the Afghan Minister of Defense, 
where he provided timely and critical 
advice across the Ministry of Defense 
and the NATO coalition. The Army has 
continuously relied upon Colonel Cook 
for his exceptional leadership and un-
paralleled work ethic throughout his 
career. 

Over the course of the last few years, 
Colonel Cook’s tireless efforts proved 
invaluable in broadening the under-
standing of Members and staff on Army 
priorities, policies, and initiatives that 
ultimately provided resources and au-
thorities for the Army and enhanced 
trust and confidence across the Senate. 
He managed all of this while leading 
and managing numerous congressional 
delegations to various locations around 
the world. Colonel Cook has become a 
trusted adviser and friend to many of 
us, distinguishing himself by continu-
ously going above and beyond the call 
of duty to serve the needs of Congress. 

This Chamber will feel Colonel 
Cook’s absence. I join many past and 
present Members of Congress in my 
gratitude and appreciation to Colonel 
Cook for his outstanding leadership 
and unwavering support. There is no 

doubt that the strength of our soldiers 
comes from their families. Colonel 
Cook’s strength comes from his wife 
Traci and his two sons, Nathan and 
Joshua. This Nation is grateful for 
their commitment and personal sac-
rifices made throughout Colonel Cook’s 
career. 

On behalf of the U.S. Senate and the 
United States of America, I commend 
Colonel Cook for his tireless efforts in 
the support of our Army, our military, 
and our Nation. As Nate and his family 
transition from the military, I con-
gratulate him on completing an ex-
tremely successful military career and 
wish all of them the best in all their fu-
ture endeavors. 
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TRIBUTE TO ZACHARY ZAMPELLA 
Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, I rec-

ognize Zachary Daniel Zampella, who, 
after 12 years of serving the people of 
Florida in the U.S. Senate, has moved 
on to new opportunities. I thank him 
for his years of hard work with my of-
fice. 

Zach began his time with my office 
as a caseworker specializing in mili-
tary and veterans administration 
issues before becoming my regional di-
rector for Southwest Florida in 2012. 
He returned to my Orlando office in 
2015, serving as deputy director of con-
stituent services. 

During his time with my office, Zach 
mentored several of my staffers, played 
a key role in my Constituent Services 
Department and disaster relief efforts, 
and drafted office correspondence. He 
also assisted veterans with their issues 
pertaining to the Department of Vet-
eran Affairs and worked with other 
various Federal, State, and local gov-
ernment agencies. 

In 2017, he assisted residents affected 
by Hurricane Irma, working our Recov-
ery Assistance Center events held in 
the hardest hit cities across Florida. In 
2018 and 2019, he made several trips to 
the panhandle region after Hurricane 
Michael’s devastation. He walked door- 
to-door to assist constituents and pro-
vided valuable assistance in the region. 

Zach grew up in Orlando, FL, grad-
uating with his bachelor’s degree in 
history and master’s degree in business 
administration from Southeastern Uni-
versity in Lakeland, FL. After gradua-
tion, he interned for Senator Mel Mar-
tinez, later joining his staff in 2008. He 
also worked for Senator George 
LeMieux before joining my staff in 
2011. 

Zach’s work for my constituents for 
my office made a real difference over 
the years. I am grateful for his dedi-
cated service to the people of Florida 
and extend my best wishes to Zach on 
his future endeavors. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING RUPE’S BURGERS 
∑ Mr. RISCH. Madam President, as a 
senior member and former chairman of 

the Senate Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship, each month 
I recognize and celebrate the American 
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting 
the success of a small business in my 
home State of Idaho. Today I am 
pleased to honor Rupe’s Burgers in 
Blackfoot, which will celebrate its 34th 
anniversary this month, as the Idaho 
Small Business of the Month for June 
2021. 

Rupe’s Burgers is an American-style 
diner and drive-in known for its qual-
ity food and strong community founda-
tion. In 1962, former owner Vaughn 
Rupe opened an A&W Restaurant and 
after years of success made the deci-
sion to sell the restaurant in 1978. In 
1987, Vaughn’s son Kevin purchased the 
property and renamed the restaurant 
‘‘Rupe’s Burgers.’’ 

Rupe’s Burgers prides itself on its 
dedication to community service. The 
Rupe family donates and volunteers for 
local philanthropic missions, such as 
the Santa’s Helpers Program, a holiday 
drive organized by Bingham County 
emergency responders to provide gifts 
to economically disadvantaged chil-
dren. The restaurant has also donated 
to local organizations that promote the 
success and leadership of women, such 
as Blackfoot Distinguished Young 
Women and Soroptimists. In addition 
to its philanthropic efforts, the Rupe 
family puts a premium on serving and 
celebrating the Blackfoot community, 
featuring memorabilia from local 
school sports teams and providing 
nearly 50 jobs to the local community. 

Congratulations to Kevin and all of 
the employees of Rupe’s Burgers on 
being selected as the Idaho Small Busi-
ness of the Month for June 2021, and 
congratulations on 34 years in busi-
ness. You make our great State proud, 
and I look forward to your continued 
growth and success.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1125. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
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